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Term 4 Parent Information 

 

Thursday 8th October 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to Term 4. We are thrilled that all of our students can attend on-site and we are ready for another big 
term of learning.  

This letter will look very similar to the one sent at the end of Term 3, however we have received further information 
from the Department of Education and Training. Please find updated information below regarding Term 4 and 
processes at Beaumaris Primary in preparation for our students return on Monday 12th October.  

 

Key Dates 

Monday 12th October (2nd week of Term 4) 

Students in Prep to Year 6 will return to on-site schooling. All year levels will resume on-site on this day. Home 
Learning will not continue for these year levels. 

Please note: Friday 23rd October is a public holiday.  

 

Attendance 

All students are expected to attend on-site once their year level has returned to on-site learning. Exceptions may 
exist for medically vulnerable students. It is recommended that parents/carers of students with complex medical 
needs seek advice from the student’s medical practitioner to support decision-making about whether on-site 
education is suitable. 

When on-site learning is permitted, schools are not expected to provide Home Learning where parents or carers of 
students elect to keep their child at home, except where this is based on medical advice.  

If your child has received advice from their medical practitioner about not returning to on-site learning, please 
discuss this with our Principal, Sheryl Skewes or our Assistant Principal, Ellen Hollowood, who will work with you to 
support the continuity of your child’s learning. 

 

Staggered Drop Off and Pick Ups 

To meet the intent of the health advice and enable physical distancing of parents and carers before and after school, 
a staggered drop off and pick up process, similar to Term 2 arrangements, has been put in place.  

As per DET advice, students and families will not be permitted to congregate at the school gates before or after 
school and will be required to maintain 1.5 metres between each other as far as is practicable at the start and end of 
the school day. We thank our families for their support with following these guidelines provided to us.  

x Students with a surname beginning with A-L: 
o 8:45am sharp drop-off at a gate of your choice (if you have a child in Prep S and Prep H, we 

strongly encourage your child/children to enter through the gate near the Japanese Garden. If 
you have a child in Prep L or Prep MW, we strongly encourage your child/children to enter 
through the school crossing gate on Herbert St). 
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o 3:20pm pick-up from the same gate. 
 

x Students with a surname beginning with M-Z: 
o 8:55am sharp drop-off at a gate of your choice (if you have a child in Prep S and Prep H, we 

strongly encourage your child/children to enter through the gate near the Japanese Garden. If 
you have a child in Prep L or Prep MW, we strongly encourage your child/children to enter 
through the school crossing gate on Herbert St). 

o 3:30pm pick-up from the same gate. 

If your child makes their own way to and from school, e.g. walking or riding, they can enter the school grounds NO 
EARLIER THAN 8:45am (all gates will be locked prior to 8:45am) and any time before 9am. They will be dismissed at 
3:30pm. 

The below selected school entrances will provide access for students to enter the grounds and to be picked up from 
at the end of the school day, as well as enable parents/carers to adhere to physical distancing outside the grounds. 
Please select an entry and exit gate to use as a family. 

o Kitchen Garden gate on Dalgetty Rd 
o Art room gate on Dalgetty Rd 
o Prep gate near the Japanese Garden on Herbert St 
o Double gate near the school crossing on Herbert St 
o Double gate near the wooden playground on Herbert St 
o Single gate on Emily St 
o The Bike Shed on Emily St (depending on completion of the renovation). If this is not available, the double 

gate on Emily St will be available. 

Gates will be supervised by staff for drop offs between 8:45am-9am, and again during pick up time from 3:20pm-
3:30pm. Staff will also be on duty in the school grounds to supervise students as they arrive and depart. We will let 
families know prior to Monday 12th October which teachers will be supervising the gates on the morning of Monday 
12th October, to assist with the transition back on-site for our students. 

We strongly encourage families with a child in Prep to organise their child/children/siblings to enter at a gate close 
to the Prep classrooms. Please ensure your child/children know to meet you at the same gate at the end of the 
school day. Parents/carers have a responsibility to maintain a minimum of 1.5 metres distance from others and are 
asked not to congregate before and after school at the gates. 

Parents/carers will say good-bye at the gate. Parents/carers, please talk to your child/children about this routine in a 
positive manner. Once the children enter the school they can place their bag where they usually line up and play 
with their friends until the bell rings at 9.00am. There will be teachers on yard duty until 9.00am. There will be no 
access to the yard for students before 8:45am. 

Bayside Council has confirmed that our school crossings will be supervised to accommodate the staggered drop off 
and pick up arrangement.  

If your child is going to after school care, they will be dismissed at 3:30pm.  

If your child arrives after 9am, they must follow the usual procedure and enter through the front office to follow 
normal late sign in procedures.  

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

The mental health and wellbeing of our students remains of the highest priority. Our teachers will continue to factor 
this into their teaching and learning programs, and will incorporate Resilience Project based activities to support the 
wellbeing of our students. Furthermore, DET has provided a Mental Health Toolkit 
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(https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/Pages/mentalhealthtoolkit.aspx) which 
has advice and resources for use by teachers, parents and students. There are many tools available to support 
parents and their children during this time, such as https://beyou.edu.au/. We will continue to share these resources 
with our community through the newsletter or Compass as we become aware of them. We recognise that this is a 
difficult time for many of us. If you require any further support regarding your child’s mental health and wellbeing 
during this time, please reach out to your child’s class teacher or our Assistant Principal, Ellen Hollowood.  

 

Transitions and End of Year Events and Gatherings 

DET will be providing the school with further advice regarding orientation and transition days for 2021 Preps and 
Year 7s, and end of year celebrations, assemblies and other events. We are aware that we need to operate within 
limits on large gatherings that apply in the broader Victorian community, but we understand how important these 
events are for our students and our school community. Our school transition program and end of year events will be 
looked at closely to ensure we can provide our students with this experience to the best of our ability within the 
restrictions and guidelines. 

 

Visitors to Schools, Interschool Activities and School Tours 

Visitors to school grounds must be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services and operations 
(e.g. student health and wellbeing services, cleaning, contractors and maintenance workers). 

To support contact tracing, we must keep a record of all staff, students and visitors who attend on-site for more than 
15 minutes. 

Additional staff, including parent volunteers, must not attend schools at this time. 

Activities that involve on-site attendance by students from different educational institutions (e.g. interschool sport) 
must not take place or be replaced, where possible, with virtual alternatives. 

Schools must not conduct on-site school tours for prospective students and their families and this time. A virtual tour 
of Beaumaris Primary School can be found on our school website. 

 

Admin Office Area 

All adults entering the school must do so at the front office and parents and carers will not be permitted to go 
beyond the office area. Adults may be collecting uniform orders, dropping off lunches or collecting unwell children. 
Physical distancing measures will be in place, and hand sanitiser will be available for you to apply.  

 

Camps, Playgrounds and Facilities 

The following applies to all schools until further notice: 

x School camps and excursions cannot take place at this time. 
x Playgrounds should not be made available for community use. Playground equipment can be used by 

students. However, students should practise hand hygiene before and after use.  
x Community groups are not permitted to use school facilities (indoor or outdoor). 
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Temperature Screening 

Based on the advice of the Acting Deputy Chief Health Officer, given the current levels of community transmission in 
Victoria, mandatory temperature testing of all students on arrival to schools will not be required in Term 4. However, 
should community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) increase, temperature checking may be reintroduced for 
some schools. 

 

Face Coverings in Schools 

All school-based staff must wear face coverings at school. Teachers and education support staff are not required to 
wear face coverings while teaching, but those who wish to do to so, can. Teachers will wear face coverings in other 
areas of the school when not teaching (for example, in the staffroom, on yard duty and when providing first aid or 
taking temperatures).  

Students will not be required to wear a face covering, but can do so if they choose to, including students who are 
aged 12 or over by Year 6. 

Parents/carers will be required to wear face coverings whenever they leave the house, including for school drop off 
and pick up. If travelling in a car alone, or only with members of your household, a mask does not need to be worn.  

 

Other Hygiene Measures 

Hand sanitiser will be available at entry points to classrooms and education will be provided on hand hygiene.  

All staff and students will undertake regular hand hygiene, particularly on: 

x arrival to school 
x before and after eating 
x after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the toilet 
x Before and after recess 
x Before and after lunch 

Students should bring their own water bottle for use at school as students should not drink directly from drinking 
fountains at this time. Taps may be used to refill water bottles.  

 

If Your Child is Unwell 

If your child is ill or feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain at home and, if you choose to, seek 
medical advice. If a student becomes unwell while at school, their teacher will send them to the first aid room and you 
will be asked to come and collect them.  

 

Cleaning 

Extended and increased cleaning arrangements have been introduced and will continue. This involves progressive 
cleaning throughout the day to ensure that risks of transmission are reduced for high-touch surfaces. 
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School Devices 

When students resume on-site on Monday 12th October, if your family has borrowed a school device to use during 
Home Learning, it must be returned to our school office, by the parent/carer, on Monday 12th, Tuesday 13th, or by 
the latest, Wednesday 14th October. This will ensure the devices are available to be used in the classrooms to 
support our teaching and learning programs.  

 

Returning Student Belongings 

Students are asked to bring their school belongings with them when they commence on-site schooling on the 12th 
October. If they are very heavy, it is ok to bring them in over a few days. Please see the list of belongings below that 
were taken home for Home Learning, which need to come back to school, along with the book box/tub they were 
brought home in. Please also ensure any take-home readers, literature circle novels or library books are returned. 

Prep In reading pouch: 
x Sound pack cards 
x Usernames and passwords required for online platforms 
x Take-home readers 

 
In coloured book box: 

x Writing book (green) 
x Plain scrapbook/workbook to be used for all other Home Learning tasks only 
x Handwriting book 
x Resilience Project journal 
x Maths activity book 
x Plastic sleeve with dotted thirds alphabet 
x Mini whiteboard, texta and cloth 
x Grey lead 

Year 1 x Student diary/reading journal with username and passwords for required online 
platforms and regular reading tracking 

x Take-home readers 
x Maths book (scrap book) 
x Mathletics booklet 
x Writing book 
x Spelling/Literacy book 
x Handwriting book 
x Subject Focus book 
x Resilience Project journal 
x Visual Arts diary and art pack 
x Whiteboard, duster and whiteboard marker 

Year 2 In reading pouch: 
x Student diary with username and passwords for required online platforms, sound pack 

and take-home readers OR envelope with usernames and passwords 
 
In coloured book box: 

x Reader’s Notebook 
x Writing Book 
x Handwriting book 
x Maths book + a plastic pocket of Maths resources 
x Subject Focus book + a plastic pocket of Science resources 
x Spelling book 
x Resilience Project book 
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x Visual Arts Journal 
x Whiteboard, duster and marker 
x Playing cards 
x Pencil Case with grey leads, coloured pencils, glue stick & scissors 

Year 3 x Student diary with username and password for required online platforms 
x Pencil case 
x Red exercise book (blank) 
x Maths book (grid) 
x Maths scrap book 
x Resilience Project Journal 
x Writer’s notebook 
x Handwriting book 
x Whiteboard & marker 

Library books if borrowed 
Year 4 x BYOD Device 

x Student diary and envelope with usernames and passwords required for online 
platforms 

x New Home Learning workbook 
x Resilience Project journal 
x Handwriting book 
x Literature Circles novel 
x Mathletics booklet x 2 
x Visual diary 
x Pencil case 

Year 5 x Student diary with usernames and passwords required for online platforms 
x Home Learning journal 
x Maths grid book 
x Resilience Project journal 
x Visual diary 
x Whiteboard and eraser 
x Dice 
x Literature Discussion book 
x Pencil case 

Year 6 x Student diary with usernames and passwords required for online platforms 
x Current workbook + new workbook 
x Current maths grid book + new maths grid book 
x Resilience Project journal 
x Writer’s notebook 
x Performing Arts journal 
x Pencil case 
x *Novel available if required 

 

Canteen 

Our school canteen will not be open for sales or lunch orders until further notice. 

 

Outside School Hours Care 

Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) will be available to students attending for year levels returning to on-site learning 
(Prep-Year 6).  
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If you have any further queries, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with the leadership team or your child’s class 
teacher by emailing us at beaumaris.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 

We cannot wait to see our students face-to-face on Monday 12th October. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Sheryl Skewes, Ellen Hollowood, Grace Hulls, Anthea Cain, Peter Jarvis and all of the Beaumaris Primary School staff 


